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The Basics Conference Helps Attorneys Transition to New Practice Areas 

For attorneys looking to take up a new practice area, Continuing Education of the Bar’s annual The 
Basics Conference offers the opportunity to develop skills and network in the fields of Estate Planning 
and—new this year—Criminal Defense. Held this year on October 9 & 10 at the Monterey Marriott, The 
Basics Conference is designed to help both new attorneys considering particular practice areas as well as 
attorneys who want to change focus, master fundamentals, train new employees, and network. 
Attendees in both tracks will get a nuts-and-bolts grounding to prepare them for a running start in their 
chosen practice areas. A networking lunch will be hosted to encourage attending attorneys and 
conference speakers to further engage with each other and make contacts.  

Attorneys in the Estate Planning track will learn from experts in the field who will dissect the basic 
concepts, instruments, and techniques of estate planning. The new Criminal Defense track will teach the 
essentials of practicing, from client intake to handling a criminal trial, as well as a full introduction to the 
fundamentals of defending a criminal case. A past conference attendee noted, “It’s been a fantastic 
experience, and I can say that this is definitely the most helpful session I’ve ever attended.” Enrollees 
will be able to access the course materials online before the session begins as well as On Demand 
programs in their chosen track for an entire year. Each track grants 12 MCLE credit hours.  

The Basics Conference attendees can book accommodation on site at the Monterey Marriott, a premier 
hotel located in the heart of historic downtown Monterey with magnificent bay views, just a short walk 
from premier shopping, renowned dining, and unique attractions like Monterey Bay Aquarium, Cannery 
Row, and Fisherman’s Wharf.  

CEB, the leading source for legal education and legal research solutions for California lawyers, is a self-
supporting program of the University of California that is cosponsored by the State Bar of California. 
Founded in 1947 with the mandate to cultivate the professional development of California lawyers, CEB 
was the first organization to offer formal continuing legal education in the state.  
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