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CEB Opens New Practice Skills │ Estate Planning Course 

Continuing Education of the Bar • California — CEB announces a new online course, Practice Skills │ 
Estate Planning, designed to give lawyers who are trying to get started in estate planning the detailed 
guidance and instruction they need to begin taking clients. 

An estate planning practice can give attorneys greater career control, increased income, and the 
rewards of helping people. It is also a discipline that is needed now more than ever. While the number 
of Americans over 65 years old will double by 2060, only 40% of U.S. adults have a will.  

But it can be hard to get started. Practice Skills │ Estate Planning is designed to bridge the gap between 
what attorneys have been taught in law school and what they actually need  to begin practice. The 
course prepares both new attorneys and those transitioning from other practice areas to meet with 
clients, draft an estate plan, execute the plan, fund the trust, and identify tax-related issues.  

Practice Skills │ Estate Planning was developed in response to  the results of a CEB initiative assessing 
the specific needs of California attorneys in all stages of practice. "What we noticed when we talked to 
young estate planning attorneys was that they didn't really know where to turn when they were getting 
their practice off the ground," said Travis Neal, one of the CEB attorneys who developed the course, 
"so we wanted to provide a course that would guide them step by step to becoming a competent 
estate planner, who felt confident about capably representing their clients."  

Practice Skills │ Estate Planning’s online platform interface gives students flexibility to study at their own 
pace and at the most convenient times for them. It proceeds step by step through a logical sequence of 
modules with direct application to a new estate planning practice. The entire course takes 25 to 30 
hours to complete, and confers 10.75 hours of participatory CLE credit.   

It includes lectures by experienced California attorneys, a course book tailored to the new estate 
planner, all the forms and documents needed to begin a new estate planning practice, and support via a 
peer listserv community moderated by a CEB attorney. It also includes full access to CEB's Estate 
Planning OnLAW Library for an entire year. A sample lesson is available for prospective students. 

CEB, a statewide continuing legal education provider and publisher founded in 1947, is a program of the 
University of California that is co-sponsored by the State Bar of California. Its mission is to provide 
practical legal resources to help California lawyers achieve success.  
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